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THE DRAMA AND ROMANCE OF 
THE GYMPIE GOLDFIELD 
[By ARTHUR LAURIE, Senior Vice-President] 
(Read at a meeting of the Society on 30 August 1962.) 
The Brisbane Courier of 17 October 1867, printed a smaU 
paragraph from its Maryborough correspondent which stated: 
"Two brothers named Nash came to town yesterday and 
reported a find of gold weighing 75 oz. on the Mary River 
near Widgee's crossing." 
Widgee was the name of a cattle station in the Gympie 
district which had been formed some years previously. That 
find was made in close proximity to where the present 
Gympie Town HaU is now situated. From that 75 oz. gold 
production had grown to 4,084,720 oz. valued at £14,296,-
320 when 60 years later the field practically ceased to be an 
active gold producer in 1927. 
HARD TIMES FOR THE COLONY 
The new Colony of Queensland, which was then less than 
eight years old, was then undergoing a severe financial 
depression. Two well known banks with overseas connec-
tions, the Agra and Masterman's Bank of London, and the 
newly established Bank of Queensland both closed their 
doors. This action brought to a halt the railway construction 
works between Ipswich and Toowoomba. Riots by the 
navvies broke out, and the unemployed army sweUed to more 
than 2,000. The Government was in despair as there was no 
money in the Treasury to enable relief works to be under-
taken. However, the new gold find revived hope and proved 
to be the financial salvation of the Colony. 
James Nash was the prospector of the new field, which was 
first called Nashville and later named Gympie. He was later 
joined by his brother when the prospects of success were 
assured. James Nash was born at Beanacre, Wiltshire, 
England, on 5 September 1834 and arrived in Sydney in 
1857. He had some experience on goldfields in the South and 
was a born prospector. Wherever he came across a gully or 
an outcrop of rock he made a thorough examination of the 
area in search of gold. 
He came to Queensland early in 1867 to the CaUiope 
goldfield near Gladstone, where he suffered an accident. He 
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then went South and worked for some months prospecting 
.around Nanango, but he found little to interest him there, so 
he decided to move North again. He left Nanango in the 
middle of August with the object of again going to Gladstone. 
JHe travelled on foot with a dog for a companion and his 
outfit included a pick, a shovel and a dish. He passed Mt. 
Stanley and reached Bella Creek in the ImbU district. 
Prospecting in that area yielded a few colours, but not suffi-
cient to encourage him to stay. 
He then decided to go to Brisbane where he bought a horse 
and a supply of rations. He then left again for ImbU which 
was a station, and prospected again in the same locaUty but 
lie had no luck. He then moved on to what is now Gympie 
proper. 
NASH FINDS A SPECK OF GOLD 
At the Caledonian HiU he washed a dish_of dirt and was 
Tewarded by a speck of gold. The next day he got an ounce 
and three dwts., which was very encouraging. On the same 
•day he broke his hammer-headed pick which prevented him 
from any further digging. 
He then went on to Maryborough to get the pick fitted up 
and to sell his gold. There were two banks in the town, both 
•of which refused to buy his gold. The stores also turned him 
away. The Colony was then at the height of the depression. 
However, Mr. Southerden, a well known Queensland store-
keeper of that day, gave him £3 for his small parcel, £1 in 
-cash and the balance in tools and rations. 
Nash then went back to his find which was really on the 
same river as the town of Maryborough was situated. He 
began digging again, but shifted further up from his first find, 
and was rewarded with 75 oz. of gold in six days. It was 
during this period that James linked up with his brother John. 
James immediately started for Maryborough again, but he 
wasted no time there. He boarded a steamer for Brisbane, 
and on arrival took his gold to Flavelle Bros., jewellers, in 
Oueen Street, who bought it without hesitation. 
GOLD £3 AN OUNCE 
The price was not disclosed but at that period gold was 
seUing at £3 an ounce. Nash then bought a horse and dray, 
and a cradle, together with tarpaulins and rations. He went 
straight back to Maryborough by steamer and took a mate 
-with him. When he arrived in Maryborough he reported his 
find and location to Mr. Sheridan, Police Magistrate, who 
sent Sgt. Ware, of the PoUce Force, to check the area and 
.mark out the claim. 
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Nash carried out much of his prospecting by stealth. There 
were but few people in the neighbourhood, stockmen and 
shepherds, and timber-getters, who would be curious about a 
lone figure moving about the bush with a pick and shovel. 
They would come across ground that had been disturbed, 
with discoloured water in the creeks. He was also in some 
danger of attack from the blacks who were still at this time 
numerous in the locaUty. It must be remembered that in this 
part of Queensland was the area where "Duramboi" (Jem 
Davis) and "Wandi" (WUUam Bracefell), both escaped con-
victs, had Uved with the blacks for long periods. While they 
were Uving with the blacks they were treated as guests and 
given protection, but after they returned to civilisation, with 
the continued advance of the squatters northwards, the best 
lands were settled with sheep and cattle. The black man's 
rights to his tribal lands were not recognised, and they were 
driven off and shot. 
The blacks fought back fiercely against the white invader, 
but the spear was no match for the firearm. Any white man 
was to them an enemy, whether an aggressor or not. Nash 
must have been in an area that was not highly valued by the 
blacks, or possibly they were away on the coast where the 
mode of living was easier. Nash was lucky enough to carry 
out his prospectmg with some secrecy, and to report it at 
the right time, for it is recorded that when he made his find 
public inside of three days Maryborough was almost emptied 
of its population. 
RUSH TO THE FIELD 
When the news became official the effect on Brisbane was 
the same. Hundreds of people packed up and headed north-
wards. Many left for Maryborough by saU and steam. Others 
came via Mooloolah on the North Coast. This route was 
recognised as being shorter. 
Large numbers came on foot. The distance from Brisbane 
was estimated to be 116 mUes. The northern towns, Glad-
stone and Rockhampton, lost large numbers of their people. 
The magnet of gold also had its effect on the people of the 
South. It is on record that diggers walked from Melbourne 
not having the price of a steamer fare. 
The original name of the diggings was caUed Nashville, 
but the Queensland Government Gazette dated 31 October 
1867 proclaimed it the Upper Mary River Goldfield, 40 mUes 
due south from Maryborough, the area being 25 square mUes. 
Pughs Almanac of 1869 named the diggings as Gympie 
Creek, and it is described as being 54 mUes from Mary-
borough. Other reports make the distance between 40 and 50 
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mUes. Pughs also record that Cobb and Co. ran a mail 
service from Brisbane twice a week, a distance of 116 miles, 
between the two places. 
Gold continued to be found in large quantities and Nash 
is credited with having raised gold to the value of £10,000 in 
twelve months. 
At this stage, prior to the finding of Gympie by Nash, the 
Queensland Government, when the Colony was suffering the 
worst effects of the depression, offered a reward of £3,000 
for the finding of a payable goldfield in Queensland. Nash 
applied for the reward, but his claim was thwarted and held 
up by some unaccountable official reason, and eventually he 
was paid only £1,000 for his services to the Colony. After 
his early success on the field, Nash never prospered in any 
mining ventures. In 1888 the Government appointed him a 
caretaker of a powder magazine on the North Coast railway 
at a salary of £100 a year. He died in 1913 aged 79 years. 
(This information appears in Bank of New South Wales 
Magazine 1959.) 
THE CURTIS NUGGET 
During the first twelve months of the field's existence, 
84,792 ounces of gold were raised over the whole field. One 
find in particular was phenomenal. A digger named George 
Curtis found a nugget weighing 975 ounces which was valued 
at £3,132. This nugget was christened the "Curtis Nugget." 
It was taken from an abandoned claim. The nugget was weU 
advertised in the South as it was exhibited in Sydney, a charge 
being made for admission and the takings given to charities. 
On 26 October, Mr. WiUiam Davidson was appointed by 
the Government Acting Gold Commissioner for the field. It 
is estimated that shortly after the first report there were 3,000 
people on the field. Many were unsuccessful in their attempts 
to find gold and there was considerable discontent. 
The Queensland Government was also concerned, notwith-
standing the attractiveness of the field, by the numbers of 
people flocking on to the diggings. They had memories of the 
Canoona rush which took place in 1858 in the Rockhampton 
district when thousands of diggers had to be repatriated at 
great public expense. Warnings were issued, but the popula-
tion increased. Fortunately conditions never reached the stage 
of a crisis. 
For the first few weeks aU the gold produced on the field 
was alluvial and was easily worked, but as the population 
increased, the reefs began to be worked. The query was 
where did the gold originate. Reef outcrops were seen in 
different places, but were passed over as entaiUng too much 
work for good results. 
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However, on 8 November 1867 three prospectors, Franklin 
Lawrence, Robert PoUock, and Alexander Pollock, made an 
appUcation for a reef claim which was close to the corner of 
the present-day Pollock and Alma Streets. The reef, which 
was named Lady Mary, proved to be very rich as the early 
•crushings show. For 3 cwt. of quartz the yield was 367 
ounces of gold; 7 cwt. for 1,483 ounces; 4 cwt. for 470 
ounces, and 50 tons for 3,443 ounces. These rich results did 
not continue, but it was a great encouragement for reef 
mining. Many other claims later showed better results, which 
ensured that the field would last for a long time. 
More than 100 reefs opened during the gold producing 
period extending over 60 years, and the richest one was the 
Scottish Gympie mine. The mine took its name from Scottish 
investors who bought the lease from a company known as 
Eastern Monkland. The new owners had their head office in 
•Glasgow and had every reason to be very happy with their 
investment. Most of the developmental work was carried out 
by the previous owners, and the new company went ahead 
to be rewarded with great results. Records show that after 
20 years' production up to 30 September 1917, 1,472,542 
tons of stone had been crushed for 568,497 ounces of gold to 
the value of £1,999,207. Dividends paid shareholders 
amounted to £592,242; £23,936 was paid in dividend duty 
and £2,718 in lease rents. 
Items of working expenditure in which wages were highest 
amounted to £819,912. Fuel amounted to £184,039, and 
•explosives £152,000. Other charges of lesser amounts were 
for timber, insurances, local rates and taxes. The number of 
employees of all caUings was on the average 350 to 400. The 
average cost per ton of stone treated was 20/8 for total 
expenses, which meant that at least 6 dwts. of gold had to be 
raised to cover the costs. The sum total for the mine when it 
ended its days as a producer was 1,589,162 tons of stone for 
•608,279 ounces of gold. 
The operations of this great mine attracted the attention of 
other investors, but no other mine was as wealthy as the 
Gympie Scottish. Other mines of valuable production in-
cluded the Caledonian P.C. where the highest crushings were 
in 1870, 85 tons for 528 ounces; in 1871, 109 tons for 644 
ounces; and in 1872, 79 tons for 300 ounces; and New 
Zealand P.C, owned by four New Zealanders, who in two 
years' working raised 7,996 ounces from 1,321 tons of stone. 
Monkland, Glanmire, North California, Lady Mary P.C, 
North Hilton, North One MUe, and North Smithfield were 
just a few of the leases that produced more than 1,000 ounces 
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of gold at one crushing during the first five years of reef 
mining. 
In the beginning of the field when gold was being found in 
quantities, the question of Government escort was raised. A 
public meeting was held in Maryborough on 28 October 
1867 for the purpose of asking the Government to furnish a 
police escort for the safety of the gold produced and, further, 
to effect better postal services between Maryborough and 
Gympie. The resolution, which was carried unanimously, 
was forwarded to Brisbane for consideration. The Govern-
ment was in no hurry to make a decision about the gold 
escort, so the diggers and the business people had to make 
provision for a private escort. It is on record that there was 
an attempt to stick up the private escort, but it failed. 
No doubt the incident moved the Government into action, 
as the first official escort was early in 1868. The amount of 
gold escorted was 3,526 ounces and when the year ended 
84,793 ounces had been escorted. In five and a half years 
the amount was 302,275 ounces valued at £1,057,963. The 
escort fees paid to the Government during this period 
amounted to £7,469/11/5. There is no record of the official 
escort having been challenged by hold-up men in connection 
with their duties. 
RIVAL CLAIMANTS 
WhUe James Nash has been given credit for having proved 
Gympie to be a payable goldfield, claims have been made 
that he was not the original discoverer of gold in the locaUty. 
An old resident of Maryborough, Ji J. T. Barnett, who was 
Uving at the end of last century, places on record that in 
1865 he was employed as an offsider to three buUock teams 
owned by William Cashbrook Giles, who was traveUing to 
Toowoomba. Barnett was travelling principally for the bene-
fit of experience. He related that whUe camped at Curra, 
which was in rough country, Giles went for a swim in a guUy 
and when he returned he had a piece of quartz containing 
gold. 
GUes had been previously on Victorian goldfields and had 
some experience of mining. He decided to form a prospect-
ing party after his trip was over. He apparently either forgot 
about his find or did not think it was worth the trouble. 
Barnett stayed with him for two years and then the teams 
were sold. About this time Gympie broke out and he (Bar-
nett), like many others, turned in that direction. While in 
Brisbane awaiting a steamer to take him to Maryborough he 
met his old employer GUes, who had just come from the field. 
As GUes owed him a sum of money he wanted to pay Barnett 
by giving him one of his claims. Barnett refused the offer. 
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He went on to Gympie, and later saw the claim that GUes 
offered him, but found out it had been "jumped" for non-
compliance with mining regulations. He recognised the spot 
as the place where he had camped two years previously and 
added that £16,000 worth of gold had been raised there. He 
was very definite about Giles finding gold on the Gympie 
field before Nash. This statement was published in History 
of Maryborough written by George Loyau, who was a well 
known journalist in the Burnett and Wide Bay districts from 
the early fifties to the close of last century. 
Another claimant for the first sight of gold on the Gympie 
field was a timber-getter named R. J. Denman, who stated 
that Nash called at his camp on Umahma Creek. Denman 
has asserted that he directed Nash to a likely spot where he 
beUeved gold could be found, on the understanding that if the 
search proved successful they would share equally in the 
results obtained. This arrangement was not carried out by 
Nash according to Denman, and bitter feeling over the 
aUeged breach of trust was expressed by Denman. He gave 
his statement to Archibald Meston, who published it in his 
Geographic History of Queensland. Denman afterwards 
became Crown Lands Ranger at Maryborough and he died 
there. 
Another report about the finding of gold at Gympie was 
published in the Press during the nineties of the last century. 
It originated from George WUUam Dart, who arrived in 
Moreton Bay in 1850 and was in later years associated with 
sugar growing in Queensland. Dart claimed that the first man 
to find gold in the Gympie area was John Carne Bidwell, a 
surveyor who had been appointed Commissioner of Crown 
Lands in Wide Bay in 1848. He was directed by the New 
South Wales Government, to make a marked tree line from 
Brisbane to Maryborough in 1852. 
Dart was one of the party and from Brisbane they traveUed 
through the Glass House Mountains locality to where the 
town of Gympie is now situated. It was there that BidweU 
unearthed a specimen of gold which Dart claimed to have 
seen himself. He claimed that two other persons, John Eaton 
and Walter Hay, had seen the gold. Both of these men were 
pioneer squatters in the Wide Bay district. It has to be 
remembered that the first gold found in AustraUa by E. W. 
Hargreaves in 1851 was less than twelve months before the 
alleged Bidwell find. 
ARREST OF PALMER 
Early in 1869 Gympie residents were startled by the arrest 
of George Palmer, an escapee from Rockhampton, who was 
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suspected of murder. The Government had advertised a 
reward of £500 for the capture of four members of a gang 
beUeved to have murdered Patrick Halligan, a gold buyer. 
HaUigan's body had been found in the Fitzroy River. Halli-
gan traveUed about the district with large sums of money in 
his possession as well as parcels of gold, the result of his 
dealings. Four men, George Palmer, Jack WilUams, John 
WiUiams, and Alexander Archibald, who had the reputations 
of "ne'er do wells," were suspected by the police of the crime. 
They arrested the two WilUams and Archibald, but George 
Palmer got away and was chased by Inspector Uhr with 
black trackers. Palmer, who had originally come from 
Gympie, was making for that field. He baffled the police by 
his method of travelling for they never caught up with him. 
He arrived in Gympie and revealed that he had gold in his 
possession which led to his arrest by Inspector Lloyd. He 
was returned to Rockhampton for trial and, together with his 
mates, was convicted and hanged in Rockhampton Gaol on 
24 November 1869. During the investigations by the police 
it was revealed that George Palmer was one of the gang that 
held up the Maryborough-Gympie maU coach on 7 April 
1868. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Gympie received official standing in the Colony when a 
Government Gazette dated 30 October 1867 issued a pro-
clamation naming it Gympie Creek Goldfield shortly after 
gold had been reported. The area given was 25 square mUes. 
A Government Savings Bank was opened on 2 December 
1867 at the Post Office. The Towns Police Act was extended 
to the field on 17 July 1868. 
A Town Reserve was estabUshed in 1869 and cemetery 
trustees were appointed in the same year. A local Mining 
Court of eight members, with Mr. H. E. King as chairman, 
was estabUshed in 1869. Gympie was proclaimed a Munici-
paUty by Order-in-CouncU on 25 June 1880, 13 years after 
it had been proclaimed a goldfield. 
The first Mayor was Matthew MeUor and the first Town 
Clerk J. G. KidgeU. At this date the town boasted 18 hotels, 
28 grocers, 19 sharebrokers, 10 butchers, and 8 bakers, as 
weU as other sundry business activities. The population 
would be at least 10,000 people. 
An odd feature of this record is how Gympie was governed 
and effectively controUed between 1867 and 1880. Records 
of Road Boards, Homesteads, Regulations, and Warden's 
decisions appear in the Press of the period, which raised dis-
content among the residents. A Progress Association was in 
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operation during this period, which kept up an agitation for 
civic control and eventually their efforts were successful. 
They were prompted by the fact that Clermont and 
Copperfield in the Central District were both declared Muni-
cipalities twelve months before Gympie was found. 
Through the assistance of Mr. T. J. McCarthy, Mines 
Department, I find that the Queensland Government passed 
regulations in 1868 for the control of mining in Gympie. 
Members of the Gympie local court, which concurred in the 
passing of these regulations, were Messrs. H. E. King (chair-
man), Frederick Lord, James McGhie, James Fisher, J. 
Hamilton, E. G. Milligan, Frederick Goodchap, Thomas F. 
Browne, and Hugh Goodwin, 
The regulations, which were passed on 6 October 1868, 
were authorised under the provisions of Clause 21 of "The 
Goldfields Management Act," 20 Victoria, 29 (1856) (New 
South Wales Act). The document was signed by Mr. Arthur 
Hodgson, Minister for Works. 
These regulations remained in force until 1874, when the 
Queensland Goldfields Act was passed. The Warden of a 
goldfield has the same standing as a Police Magistrate, but 
most of his duties relate to mining activities. 
PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION 
Gympie became a separate ParUamentary electorate in 
1874 and its first representative was R. S. Lord from 1874 
to 1877. He was followed by Jas. G. KidgeU 1877-9, and by 
John Hamilton, who was a notable figure. Hamilton, who 
was elected in 1879 for a period of five years, was born in 
the Port PhiUip district in 1842. He was educated at the 
Scotch CoUege in Melbourne. He was a great athlete and 
could be caUed an adventurer without evU intent. He had 
been at the CaUiope diggings before coming to Gympie, where 
he practised as a doctor, having studied medicine, but he had 
never quaUfied. 
He was noted as a great swimmer, a diver, a pedestrian, a 
swordsman and a champion revolver shot. He was also a 
boxer, and a grass fighter among the rough digger element on 
the field. He was famous on the Palmer Goldfield for various 
adventures, and is reputed to have ridden 30 mUes on a dark 
night, and swam the Palmer River in flood to treat a digger 
who had been speared by the blacks. He is also credited with 
having swum the Brisbane River in 1893 when it was in full 
flood. 
He was defeated in Gympie for ParUament, only serving 
one term. He later went to North Queensland, and was again 
elected to ParUament for the Cook electorate, which was 
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really Cape York Peninsula, for a period of eleven years. He 
was known generally as "Dr. Jack." He died in 1916 aged 
74. 
The most distinguished Parliamentarian to represent 
Gympie was Andrew Fisher, who was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland, on 29 August 1862. Fisher arrived as a migrant 
in Queensland in 1885, and followed mining as an occupation 
on the Gympie goldfield. He interested himself in public 
affairs, and was elected to the Queensland Parliament as a 
Labour representative in 1893. He served a full term of three 
years when he was defeated, and then he found himself in 
difficulties. Labour members were unpopular with employers, 
and the mine owners refused him employment at his old 
caUing. 
He took on various jobs as they were avaUable and one of 
them was cutting cordwood, which was the hardest. He 
offered his services at the next election in 1896, was again 
elected, and continued to represent Gympie until 1901, when 
the first Commonwealth election was held. He nominated 
for and won the Wide Bay seat and continued to represent 
that electorate until 1915. 
Fisher became Prime Minister in 1908, but was only in 
office a few months, the Labour Party not having a majority. 
He led his party to victory in 1910 in both Houses of ParUa-
ment. In 1913 his party was defeated, but he was successful 
foUowing a double dissolution in 1914. Fisher again became 
Prime Minister for the third time, but resigned in 1915 to 
become High Commissioner for Australia in London. He 
was the first Queenslander to become a Prime Minister, and 
is credited with being the founder of the Commonwealth 
Bank of Australia. 
Another very distinguished Parliamentarian to represent 
Queensland in the Commonwealth ParUament was Sir 
Thomas WiUiam Glasgow, who was born at Tiaro, near 
Maryborough, on 6 June 1876. He was educated at the 
Maryborough Grammar School, and joined the Queensland 
National Bank at Gympie. WhUst there he became a soldier 
and went early to the South African war between 1899 and 
1902. He became a lieutenant in the Queensland Mounted 
Rifles, and was awarded the D.S.O. and the Queen's Medal. 
In 1914 he joined the A.I.F. and served at GalUpoU and 
in France, rose to the rank of General and was awarded the 
Croix de Guerre. He was also a member of the Legion of 
Honour. He received the honour of Knight Commander of 
the Bath in 1919, and in 1920 was elected as a Senator 
representmg Queensland in the Federal ParUament. He later 
(1927) became Minister for Home and Territories and was 
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altogether 12 years in ParUament. He became High Com-
missioner for Australia in Canada from 1940 to 1945. Sir 
Thomas died in Brisbane on 4 July 1955. 
RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 
The goldfield had early representation by the Church. The 
records show that the first AngUcan Church was estabUshed 
on Palatine Hill early in 1868 with Rev. H. J. Campbell as 
the first Rector. The first Roman Catholic Church was built 
on Calton HUl, also in 1868, with Rev. Father Matthew 
Horan in charge of the parish. He conducted his first service 
in a large tent. 
The Methodist Church was estabUshed in February 1868 
with the Rev. Joseph Buckle as Minister, and in the same 
period the Presbyterian Church began on Red HUl with Rev. 
Isaac Mackay in charge. About the same time the Congrega-
tional Church commenced services in a bark humpy con-
ducted by Rev. J. Mossom. 
The Governor of Queensland, Colonel Samuel Wensley 
Blackall, paid his first official visit to the field in 1869. 
The first newspaper was the Nashville Times, established 
by Frederick Kidner, and later known as the Gympie Times. 
It began publication on 15 February 1868. The first bank 
opened was the Commercial Bank of Australia on 25 Novem-
ber 1867 when the field was just a month in operation. 
Gympie was connected by railway to Maryborough on 
6 August 1881 after a good deal of agitation. The next con-
nection was with Brisbane on 17 July 1891. 
Before the end of 1868 there had been established the 
Nashville Miners' Hospital, a Court House with Walter Com-
pigne as the first C.P.S. and Wilfred Arnger as the first bailiff. 
Gympie as a mining centre did not have any serious indus-
trial trouble during its period of gold production. A Miners' 
Union was formed, but they seemed to be generally satisfied 
with their conditions of employment. Many miners were 
shareholders in the mines, with others sitting on the various 
directorate boards which carried out the management of the 
respective mines. 
It was in 1903 that the field reached its peak of gold 
production in any one year. No fewer than 176,369 ounces 
of gold were recorded. It was of great economic benefit to 
the State as Queensland was close to a depression because 
of a prolonged drought which lasted for three years. From 
that time the production began to faU each year, and in 1927 
only 27 ounces of gold were obtained. The water problem 
was the biggest handicap to mining operators. A drainage 
board had been established some years previously, to which 
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the mining companies had to contribute for the purpose of 
lifting the water from the reefs a depth of 3,000 feet to the 
surface. The expense was considerable and increased every 
year, and the gold was becoming less. These factors, together 
with other increased expenditure, brought this great miiung 
field to an end. 
The Gympie miner in his underground work had estab-
lished a reputation for skiU not shared on many other mining 
fields. The use of a single hand hammer was responsible for 
most of the work carried out, and it was known as the "Old 
Kyo." This class of work in mining development is now 
mechanical, in keeping with the age in which we live. 
Gympie is now an agricultural and dairying centre and 
before many years it wiU outstrip in wealth more than the 
xinderground industry could ever hope for. 
